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Lutheran, but no inconsiderable numbers belonged to the Reformed, Catholic, and Jewish faiths. That the Jews were allowed no civic influence was a matter of course in a German city of the eighteenth century. But the Catholics and the Reformed were also utterly excluded from participation in the government and were often compelled to suffer intensely under Lutheran domination. Furthermore, the members of the different classes 8 and different religious societies became by their own volition slaves of their opinions, habits, and customs, a thraldom from which even strong and courageous minds in the upper classes did not find it easy to liberate themselves.
But Frankfort at that time suffered no more than the majority of German cities under all this narrowness and oppression. On the other hand, it possessed a number of advantages which raised it above many of them. By virtue of its favoured situation at the gateway of Middle and Upper Germany, it was a lively centre of domestic and foreign trade. Great annual fairs at Easter and Michaelmas assembled within its precincts merchants from Western and Central Germany and from regions far beyond. Besides, it was at all times a stopping-place for all sorts of travellers. Both Voltaire and the King of Prussia were seen within its walls. Young Englishmen, too, and Frenchmen who wished to learn the German language were even then to be found there. Thanks to its situation it was, further, the natural meeting-place for the Assembly of the District of the Upper Rhine, and if the western districts, Franconia, Swabia, the Upper Rhine, the Electorate of the Rhine, and Westphalia, had any matter for common consultation, Frankfort was the most convenient place of meeting. Furthermore, the imperial commissions, which had many a dispute to settle among the hundreds of lords, spiritual and temporal, along the Rhine, were wont to hold their sessions here. Many of the German princes, accordingly, and especially those of the neighbouring states, maintained here permanent representatives. Finally, Frankfort was historically a favoured city. As the seat